PROPHETIC  CONTROVERSY 

NO.  10, 


Burlington,  Wis.,  Sept.  3,  1908. 
Mr.  E.  W.  Nunley, 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  Aug.  26  is  now 
at  hand  and  I am  sorry  that  I did  not 
receive  it  sooner  so  that  I could  have 
answered  it  befoi  e now.  Now  you  have 
reviled  the  claims  of  Mr.  Strang  as 
“the  clumsiest  thing  you  ever  saw,” 
and  you  published  it  in  your  church 
organ.  The  Saints  Herald,  where  you 
might  know  that  we  had  no  chance  to 
be  heard  or  seen  in  defense,  for  they 
boldly  shut  out  our  defense,  while 
they  take  the  liberty  to  abuse  us,  our 
faith  and  prophet,  and  the  most  scur- 
rilous things  that  the  most  scurrilous 
scavengers  wish  to  insert  in  that  paper 
against  us,  they  refused  not  to  print. 
No  matter,  Strangizm  in  self-defense 
has  crippled  the  Reorganized  church 
ten  times  more  than  anything  else 
they  have  ever  met  with,  and  they 
know  it  right  well. 

Mr.  Nunley,  you  ask  me  to  furnish 
you  any  instance  of  angels  conferring 
the  prophetic  gifts  of  prophet,  seer, 
revelator  and  translator,  utterly  in- 
dependent of  the  priesthood.  You 
wish  me  to  leave  the  priesthood  aside 
and  show  where  the  angels  of  God 
ever  ordained  any  man  to  be  a prophet, 
seer,  revelator  and  translator,  aside 
from  any  priesthood.  In  answer  to 
this  let  me  say,' j'ow  know  not  wlmt 
you  nsk.  You  simply  ask  me  to  fur- 
nish you  some  apples  that  never  grew 
on  an  apple  tree;  peaches  that  never 
grew  on  a peach  tree;  cherries  that 
never  grew  on  a cherry  tree;  grapes 
that  never  grew  on  a grapevine.  Why, 
sir,  God  Almighty  has  told  us  that  the 


i keys  of  the  kingdom  BELONG  AL- 
I WAYS  unto  the  presidency  of  the 
High  Priesthood.  So  as  I said,  we 
; can’t  have  the  one,  without  the  other, 
any  more  than  we  can  have  apples 
i without  an^apple  tree,  peaches  without 
1 a peach  tree,  etc.,  and  if  you  please 
j sir,  what  are  the  keys  of  the  kingdom, 
j if  they  are  not  the  Keys  of  Mysteries 
j and  Revelations?  In  other  words,  the 
keys  of  prophet,  seer,  revelator  and 
translator.  And  in  another  place  close 
by.  He  tells  us  that  “the  most  Holy 
order  of  the  priesthood  holdeth  the 
keys  of  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom, 
even  the  key  of  the  knowledge  of 
God  ” (See  Sec.  80  and  Sec.  83:3,  Doc. 
& Cov.) 

Now  if  these  heavenly  gifts  belong 
nlwnys  to  the  holiest  order  of  the 
priesthood,  how  can  any  one  come  in 
possession  of  them,  without  an  ordina- 
tiop  to  this  most  holy  order  of  priest- 
hood? And  who  can  ordain  any  one 
! to  this  when  it  is  taken  from  the 
j earth?  Come,  Mr.  Nunley,  please  tell 
us  who  could  ordain  and  restore  this 
I order  when  it  is  once  taken  away? 
If  it  took  the  hands  and  voice  of  the 
angel,  John  the  Baptist,  to  restore 
j even  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  when 
I that  and  all  the  rest  had  disappeared 
I from  the  earth,  how  could  that  which 
I was  much  greater,  and  carried  any 
I amount  more  gifts  and  inspiration 
with  it,  be  given  or  conferred  upon 
man  only  by  the  voice  and  under  the 
hands  of  the  angels  who  hold  it? 
Why,  even  this  very  small  degree  of 
the  priesthood  carried  with  it  a corres- 
ponding degree  of  inspiration,  foi* 


‘2 


Joseph  says,  in  coming  up  out  of  the 
water,  both  he  and  Oliver  Cowdery 
began  to  prophesy  and  to  have  the ■ 
scriptures  opened  to  their  understand- ! 
ing  in  a manner,  such  as  they  never 
could  see  them  before.  But  to  make 
assurance  doubly  sure,  that  the  gifts 
of  prophet,  seer,  revelator  and  all 
other  gifts  bestowed  upon  the  prophets 
of  the  Most  High  God,  are  given  by 
the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the* 
heavenly  messengers,  I refer  you  next 
to  Heb.  7:1  to  4,  Inspired  Gopy:  “Now 
this  Melchizedec  was  ordained  a priest 
after  the  order  of  the  son  of  God, 
which  order  is  without  father  or 
mother,  without  descent,  having 
neither  beginning  of  days  nor  end  of 
life,  and  all  those  who  are  ordained 
unto  THIS  priesthood,  are  made  like 
unto  the  Son  of  God,  abiding  a priest 
continually.”  Now  the  question  aris- 
es, was  Jesus  a prophet  of  the  Most 
High  God?  All  say  yes.  Was  he  a 
seer?  All  say  yes.  Was  he  a revelat- 
or? All  say.)'e.s’.  Could  he  be  a trans- 
lator if  necessary?;^  Ail  say  yes.  Did; 
he  have  “ALL  the  gifts  which  God  be- ' 
stows  upon  the  head  of  the  church?”  | 
All  say  yes.  Well  then,  if  all  who  are  ! 
ordained  unto  this  same  order,  or  j 
office  in  the  most  Holy  priesthood,  are  ; 
made  like  unto  the  son  of  God,  are  | 
they  put  in  possession  of  all  these 
gifts?  Certainly,  all  men  of  common  - 
sense  ouf^ht  to  be  able  to  see  this. 

God  says  on  the  day  of  the  organiza- ! 
tion  of  the  church:  “Behold  a record  i 
shall  be  kept  among  you  and  in  it  | 
thou  (Joseph)  shalt  be  called  a seer,  a i 
translator,  a prophet,  an  apostle  of 
Jesus  Christ,”  etc.  The  question  aris- 1 
es  here,  would  God  require  the  church 
to  c.ill  or  regard  Joseph  Smith,  or  any- 
body else,  a prophet,  seer,  revelator 
and  an  apostle  to  the  church  unless 
he  was  ordained  to  this  most  holy  j 
office  in  the  priesthood,  to  which  tiiese  ! 


most  precious  gifts  “always  belong?” 
He  would  not,  and  no  man  on  earth, 
no  well  read  Mormon  at  any  rate, 
would  ever  think  of  these  prophetic 
gifts  coming  to  Joseph  in  any  other 
way  than  by  the  hands  of  the  angels 
ministering  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.  All  the  early  elders  and 
apostles  sent  to  preach  to  the  nations, 
all  taught  that  Joseph  was  made  all 
that  he  was,  to  the  church,  by  the  or- 
dination of  Peter,  James  and  John. 
God  says  so  himself,  for  He  says:  “I 
have  sent  unto  you  Peter,  James  and 
John  (angels)  by  whom  I have  ordain- 
ed you  and  confirmed  you  to  be 
apostles  and  especial  witnesses  of  my 
name,  and  BEAR  THE  keys  of  your 
ministry,  and  of  the  SAME  THINGS 
which  I revealed  unto  them,'''  etc. 
Now  will  you,  or  anybody  else,  tell  me 
what  the  keys  of  Joseph  Smith’s  min- 
istry were,  if  they  were  not  the  gifts  of 
prophet,  seer,  revelator  and  translator 
to  the  whole  church?  If  this  is 
“clumsy,”  just  bring  on  your  rebutting 
testimony,  but  remember  that  God  has 
said  it,  and  if  it  is  '"clumsy,"  charge  it 
to  the  Almighty  and  his  holy  prophet, 
and  not  to  me  or  Mr.  Strang. 

I will  now  introduce  the  Law  on 
Ordination  translated  by  Mr.  Strang 
from  the  plates  of  Laban,  and  will  ask 
you  to  compare  it  with  all  that  God 
has  given  upon  the  subject,  and  tell  us 
where  the  disagreement  or  want  of 
harmony  exists  between  them.  “Who- 
soever is  called  by  the  voice  of  God  to 
the  royal  authority  (the  higher  offices 
in  the  priesthood)  shall  be  anointed 
and  ordained  by  the  hands  of  those 
who  stand”  in  royal  authority  above 
him,  but  he  that  is  first"  (that  is, 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  church)  “by 
the  angels  of  God,  that  he  may  have 
all  the  gifts,  even  wisdom,  knowledge, 
faith,  revelation,  prophecy,  and  what- 
soever ^'ift  is  good  for  the  chief 
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shepherd  of  the  flock  of  God;  that  he 
may  be  able  to  rule  in  righteousness; 
and  they”  (the  lesser  officers)  “for  their 
several  callings  among  God’s  flock.” 
(Book  of  the  Law  of  the  Lord,  Chap. 
18:  P.  272.)  Now  for  what  Joseph  the 
Seer  has  given  on  the  same  point  or 
subject.  “Again  the  DUTY  of  the 
President  of  the  office  of  the  High 
Priesthood  is  to  preside  over  the 
whole  church,  and  to  be  like  unto 
Moses.  Behold  here  is  wisdom,  yea  to 
be  a seer,  a revelator,  a translator  and 
a prophet,  HAVING  ALL  THE  GIFTS 
which  God  bestows  upon  the  head  of 
the  church.”  (Doc.  & Cov.,  Sec.  105:42) 
Now  what  is  the  difference  between 
these  two  paragraphs?  Simply  this: 
The  flrst  shows  the  law  by  which 
I)rophets  are  ordained,  and  the  second 
gives  us  a prophet  that  has  been  or- 
dained under  that  law.  However,  all 
prophets  of  this  order  or  degree  of  the 
priesthood  are  not  always  described  in 
this  same  language,  as  that  applied  to 
Joseph  Smith.  Melchizedec,  of  whom 
it  is  said  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  that 
“there  was  none  greater,”  (Book  of 
Alma,  chap.  I0:par.  2)  is  called  simply 
'‘Priest  of  the  Most  High  God."' 
(Gen.  14:18)  Then  again  he  is  called 
king  of  Salam,  but  who  doubts  that  he 
was  clothed  or  vested  with  “all  the 
gifts  which  God  bestows  upon  the 
head  of  the  church.”  Moses  we 
are  told  was  made  a ruler  and  a de- 
liverer by  the  hand  of  the  angel  that 
appeared  to  him  in  the  bush.”  (Acts 
7:35.)  Again  we  are  told  by  Paul  that 
he  “was  ordained  by  the  hands  of 
angels  to  be  a mediator  of  this  first 
covenant  the  Law.”  (Gal.  3:19,  Insp’d.) 
Nothing  said  in  this  language  of  their 
being  ordained  prophets,  seers,  revelat- 
ors  and  translators  by  the  hands  of 
angels?  But  who  doubts  that  they 
were?  None  but  fools.  We  don’t  read 
I of  Samuel  the  Prophet  being  ordained 


lit  all.  Nor  do  we  read  of  a single  one 
of  the  prophets  from  Samuel  to 
Malachi  being  ordained.  So  to  carry 
out  Mr.  Nunley’s  great  idea  that  no 
one  was  ever  ordained  a prophet,  seer, 
revelator  and  translator,  simply  be- 
cause it  is  not  mentioned  in  just  so 
many  words  in  the  scriptures,  we  will 
have  to  believe  like  all  the  sectarian 
world,  that  the  prophets  of  God  went 
around  like  so  many  gypsies,  clothed 
in  a blanket  and  an  old  greasy  night 
cap,  such  as  modern  Bible  illustrations 
picture  them,  telling  fortunes.  If  the 
Bible  told,  or  gave  us  all  necessary 
knowledge,  what  was  the  necessity  of 
giving  us  the  Book  of  Mormon?  And 
if  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  enough, 
j what  need  have  we  of  the  Doctrine  and 
' Covenants?  And  if  these  are  enough, 
what  need  of  an  Inspired  Translation 
of  the  Bible  and  the  Book  of  Abraham? 

: And  if  these  are  enough,  why  should 
the  Almighty  tell  Joseph  the  Seer  that 
THROUGH  HIM  the  oracles  (additional 
revelations)  should  be  given  to  iin- 
lother  even  unto  the  church?  And  if 
i all  these  are  enough,  why  are  we  to 
I have  ALL  the  dispensations  that  were 
I ever  given  to  man  on  this  earth,  re- 
vealed and  “welded”  to  all  that  we 
now  have,  and  in  addition  to  all  this, 

I many  things  that  “never  yet  ha  ve 
been  revealed'"?  (2d  Letter  on  “Bap- 
tism for  the  Dead,”  by  Joseph  the 
Seer.) 

I What  the  Lord  Jesus  was  ordained 
I to,  is  given  to  us  in  a variety  of  ways 
I as  “Him  hath  God,  by  his  right  hand 
j exalted  to  be  a Prince  and  a Sa  viour." 

\ And  again  “Therefore  being  by  the 
i right  hand  of  God  exalted  (raised  up) 
j and  having  received  of  the  Father  the 
j promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  has 
1 shed  forth  this  which  ye  now  see  and 
i hear.”  (Acts  5:31;  Acts  2:33.)  Here  is 
I another,  “The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God 
i is  upon  me  (Jesus)  because  He  {God) 
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hath  anointed  me  to  preach  glad  \ 
tidings  unto  the  meek,  to  bind  up  the  j 
broken  hearted,  to  preach  liberty  to  | 
the  captives,  and  the  opehing  of  the 
prison  unto  them  that  are  bound.”  j 
(Is.  61:1.  Luke  4:18,  19.)  “And  He  | 
commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  j 
people,  and  to  testify  that  it  is  He  that  j 
was  ordained  of  God,  to  be  the  judge  | 
of  quick  (the  living)  and  the  dead.”  | 
(Acts  10:42.)  “That  word  I say  ye  | 
know,  which  was  published  through-  j 
out  all  Judea,  and  began  at  Galilee,  j 
how  God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ! 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  went  about  | 
doing  good.  And  healing  all  that  were 
oppressed  of  the  devil,  for  God  was 
with  him. 

One  more  text:  “Thou  (Jesus)  hast 
loved  righteousness  and  hated  in- 
iquity, therefore  God,  thy  God,  hath 
anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness, 
above  thy  fellows.”  (Heb.  1:8,  9.)  You 
perceive  that  in  none  of  these  is  it 
said  in  so  many  words,  that  Jesus  was 
ordained  a prophet,  seer,  revelator  and  j 
translator,  but  you  will  perceive  also 
that  it  was  in  the  anointing  and  or- 
dination of  Christ  where  all  the 
importance  attached  to  his  ministry 
lays;  and  why?  Simply  because  that 
it  is  in  this  anointing  and  ordination, 
that  all  the  prophetic  gifts  and  power 
of  God,  exercised  by  the  prophets,  lay. 
And  all  the  apostles  and  prophets  who 
have  written  about  this  matter  have 
so  looked  upon  it  and  so  taught. 

I will  now  refer  you  to  a number  of 
passages  relating  to  the  ordination  of 
men  of  lesser  degree  in  the  priesthood, 
which  will  be  an  additional  witness 
that  the  prophetic  gifts  are  conferred 
in  the  ordination  of  the  prophets  of 
God.  In  1841,  Hyrum  Smith  was  ap- 
pointed by  revelation  to  hold  the  office 
of  Patriarch,  to  which  his  father  was 
once  ordained  under  the  hands  of 
Joseph  the  Seer;  “that  my  servant 


Hyrum  may  ‘take  the  office’  of 
priesthood  and  Patriarch  and  from 
THIS  TIME  FORTH  I appo.int  unto  him 
that  he  may  be  a prophet  and  a seer 
and  a revelator  unto  my  church  as 
well  as  my  servant  Joseph,  that  he 
may  act  in  concert  with  my  servant 
Joseph,  who  shall  show  unto  him  the 
keys  whereby  he  may  ask,  and  receive, 
and  be  crowned  with  the  same  bless- 
ing, and  glory,  and  honor  and  priest- 
hood, and  GIFTS  of  the  priesthood 
that  once  were  put  upon  him  that  was 
my  servant  Oliver  Cowdery;  that  my 
servant  Hyrum  may  bear  record  of 
the  things  which  I shall  show  unto 
him,  that  his  name  may  be  had  in 
honorable  remembrance  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  forever  and  ever.” 

You  perceive  that  all  this  “honor  and 
glory  and  priesthood  and  gifts  of  the 
PRIESTHOOD,”  flow  from  the  time  of 
taking  the  ‘‘'‘office  of  Priesthood  and 
Patriarch,  which  was  appointed  unto 
him  by  his  father,  by  blessing  and 
also  by  right,''  which  office  holds  the 
keys  of  the.  patriarchal  blessings  upon 
the  heads  of  all  my  people;  and  re- 
member that  these  patriarchal  bless- 
ings are  individual  prophecies  and 
revelations  upon  the  head  of  every 
member  of  the  church  worthy  of  them. 
Remember  also  that  though  the  father 
of  Joseph  and  Hyrum  was  a natural 
heir  to  this  Patriarchal  office,  from 
their  ancient  fathers,  Abraham,  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  that  he  could  not  lawfully 
act  in  its  office  work  until  he  was  law- 
fully called  and  ordained  to  it,  under 
the  hands  of  Joseph  the  Seer.  Don’t 
depend  upon  my  quotation  but  study 
well  Sec.  107 :28,  29,  for  yourself. 

Here  is  another  testimony:  ‘‘Now 
the  great  and  grand  secret  of  the 
whole  matter,  and  the  sum  and  bonum 
of  the  whole  subject  that  is  lying  be- 
fore us  consists  in  obtaining  thjB  powers 
of  the  holy  priesthood;  for  him  to 
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whom  these  ke^v  s are  given,  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a kno  wledge  of 
fiicts  in  relation  to  the  salvation  of 
the  children  of  men,  both  as  well  for 
the  dead  as  for  the  living.”  (2nd  Let- 
ter on  Baptism  for  the  Dead,  by  Joseph 
the  Seer,  Doc.  & Cov.,  Sec.  110:11.) 

Now  from  the  Book  of  Abraham, 
“and  I will  bless  them  that  bless  thee 
(Abraham)  and  I will  curse  them  that ! 
curse  thee,  and  in  thee  {tioit  is  thy 
priesthood)  and  in  thy  seed  (that  is 
thy  priesthood)  shall  all  the  families  ; 
of  the  earth  be  blessed,”  etc.  (Par.  12,  | 
chap.  2.)  We  may,  I believe,  enquire  | 
here  in  what  way,  or  by  what  means, ! 
all  the  families  of  the  earth  are  to  be  j 
blessed  through  the  priesthood  of  | 
Abraham,  which  is  to  continue  in  his  j 
lineage?  Simply  in  its  power  to  bless  | 
the  righteous,  and  to  curse  the  wicked  j 
— blessing  the  righteous,  “by  the  Holy  j 
Spirit  of  promise,  whereby  they  are 
sealed  up  unto  the  day  of  redemption, 
that  they  may  not  fall,  notwithstand- 
ing the  hour  of  temptation  that  may 
come  upon  them.”  (Doc.  & Cov.,  sec. 
107:38.)  Now  who  can  lawfully  exer- 
cise the  duties  and  keys  of  this  office 
unless  and  until  this  office  is  lawfully 
bestowed  upon  him?  WHO?  Nobody,  j 
And  if  these  things  are  true  of  the 
lesser  offices,  how  much  more  of  the 
greater  offices?  Answer,  O ye  enemies 
of  the  prophets  of  God.  True  you  may 
answer  that  Joseph  was  a “prophet, 
seer,  revelator  and  translator,  while 
translating  the  Book  of  Mormon.  But ! 
at  that  time  you  must  remember  that  j 
Joseph  was  simply  reading  aloud  the  ! 
Book  of  Mormon  for  his  scribe  to  j 
write  down,  and  with  him  was  merely  | 
learning  how  to  become  a member  in  | 
the  church  and  kingdom  of  God.  But  : 
was  there  no  difference  between  Joseph  | 
Smith  as  a student  of  the  Book  of  I 
Mormon,  and  Joseph  Smith,  when  he  * 
was  ordained  to  organize  the  church  ' 


of  God  under  the  hands  of  Peter, 
James  and  John,  ordain  all  its  officers, 
point  out  all  their  duties,  set  the  order 
of  heaven  among  them,  stand  in  the 
presence  of  God,  talk  with  him  face  to 
face,  and  give  the  word  of  God  as  from 
his  own  mouth,  for  all  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  church?  The  man 
who  can  see  no  difference  between  the 
status  of  the  one  and  the  other,  he  is 
too  blind  to  see  his  own  blindness. 
Every  officer  in  the  church  and  king- 
dom of  God  has  certain  prescribed 
duties  as  office  work.  Teachers, 
priests,  elders  and  seventies  have  their 
duties  and  office  work  pointed  out. 
The  seventies  are  foreign  ministers 
under  the  control  of  and  subject  to  the 
twelve,  who  are  also  foreign  embas- 
sadors subject  to  the  first  presidency, 
who  sends  them  out,  and  directs  them 
in  their  missions.  The  assistant  presi- 
dents have  their  appointed  official 
duties,  and  the  First  President  over 
the  whole  church  has  his  official  duties 
and  office  work  pretty  plainly  pointed 
out.  Of  this  officer’s  duty  it  is  plainly 
said  that  it  is  HIS  DUTY  to  preside 
OVER  the  WHOLE  CHURCH,  and  to  be  like 
unto  Moses.”  Behold  here  is  wisdom, 
yea  to  be  a seer,  a revelator,  a trans- 
lator and  prophet,  HAVING  ALL  THE 
GIFTS  which  God  bestows  upon  the 
head  of  the  church.  Now  the  simple 
fact  that  Joseph  Smith  could  not  act 
in  the  office  of  even  an  Aaronic  priest, 
until  he  was  lawfully  called  and  or- 
dained to  it  under  the  hands  and  voice 
of  John  the  Baptist,  although  permit- 
ted to  translate  the  Book  of  Mormon 
by  Urim  and  Thummim,  ought  to  be 
overwhelming  evidence  that  he  could 
not  enter  upon  the  duties  or  office 
work  of  the  president  over ‘the  whole 
church,  who  is  like  unto  Moses,  a 
prophet,  seer,  revelator  and  translator, 
having  ALL  the  gifts  of  God  which  He 
bestows  upon  the  head  of  His  church. 
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unless  he  was  ordained  to  that  oflSce 
or  duty  by  the  hands  of  angels.  To 
suppose  otherwise  for  a moment  is 
simply  preposterous.  For  that  office 
is  far  greater  in  importance  than  the 
office  of  a common  priest.  In  other 
words  if  Joseph  Smith  could  not  act 
in  the  capacity  of  a common  priest 
without  an  ordination  to  that  office 
then  verily  he  could  not  enter  upon 
the  office  work  and  duties  of  the  high- 
est order  of  the  Melchizedec  Priest- 
hood, and  as  man  cannot  confer  this 
office  with  all  its  gifts,  keys  and  emolu- 
ments, the  angels  Peter,  James  and 
John  must  have,  and  did  confer  this 
priesthood  and  its  gifts  upon  him. 
There  is  no  need  of  looking  all  over 
the  sacred  books  for  an  instance  of 
angels  ordaining  men  to  be  prophets, 
seers,  revelators  and  translators  by  the 
laying  on  of  their  hands.  There  was 
no  other  way  that  Joseph  Smith  could 
come  in  possession  of  these  gifts  only 
under  the  hands  and  voice  of  the 
angels,  Peter,  James  and  John. 

You  ask  me  if  the  lesser  cannot  or- 
dain the  greater.  How  came  it  that 
George  J.  Adams  ordained  James  J. 
Strang  to  be  king?  I answer  that  the 
kingly  office  is  only  an  appendage  of 
the  highest  order  of  the  prophetic 
office,  as  indeed  all  other  offices  in  the 
priesthood  are,  and  while  all  other 
offices  are  only  appendages  and  are  all 
carried  by  the  Melchizedec  Priesthood, 
it  does  not  follow  that  even  a prophet 
of  God  can  exercise  the  duties  of  the 
kingly  office,  unless  specially  called 
and  set  apart  to  it  by  anointing  and 
ordination.  Mr.  Strang  and  Joseph 
Smith  and  all  other  prophets  of  God 
could  anoint  and  ordain  other  men  to 
be  kings,  as  Nathan  did  Solomon,  and 
as  Samuel  did  Saul  and  David,  but 
they  cannot  anoint  and  ordain  them- 
selves, for  it  has  often  happened  in  the 
past  that  the  duties  of  the  kingly  office 


were  exercised  by  the  prophets  of  God, 
I as  in  the  case  of  Nephi,  and  Mosiah, 
^ and  Moses,  and  Melchizedec,  and 
I Joseph  Smith  and  James  J.  Strang. 
I Jesus  inherited  the  kingly  throne 
I from  his  father  David,  but  his  own 
i office  was  much  superior  to  that  of 
I king,  for  the  kingly  office  is  subject  to 
the  prophets  of  God,  and  Jesus  was  a 
prophet  like  unto  Moses  and  Mel- 
chizedec. 

Now  George  J.  Adams  was  a member 
of  the  First  Presidency  of  the  church, 
which  we  understand  to  be  greater 
than  that  of  king.  So  there  is  no  such 
thing  in  Mr.  Strang’s  case  as  the  great- 
er being  ordained  by  the  lesser. 
Joseph  Smith  was  ordained  and 
anointed  king,  as  was  Mr.  Strang  in 
j like  manner,  but  we  have  no  idea  that 
he  ever  employed  any  one  Mr.  Gurley 
liked,  to  ordain  him  to  an  office  he 
never  was  called  to  himself.  Now,  Mr. 
Nunley,  you  have  crowed  over  me  as 
though  you  had  me  in  a very  tight 
place  in  your  last  letter.  I will  soon 
get  this  into  print  and  then  I shall  be 
willing  that  all  men  shall  judge  who 
has  fallen  into  the  pit  which  he  has 
dug  for  his  neighbor.  Indeed  I shall 
be  willing  that  God  shall  judge  be- 
tween you  and  Mr.  Strang.  For  I as- 
sure you  we  fear  not  anything  any  op- 
ponent of  Mr.  Strang  can  bring  against 
either  his  claims  or  against  any  revela- 
tion or  translation  he  has  ever  claimed 
that  God  gave  him. 

Shall  I now  give  a short  chapter  up- 
on the  difference  between  false  and 
true  prophets?  Yes,  I’ll  do  that,  so  far 
as  I have  been  able  to  get  at  their  his- 
tory. The  difference  is  really  remark- 
able, much  more  so  than  the  great 
mass  have  ever  thought  of.  Nothing 
has  been  more  common  in  this  genera- 
tion than  to  cry  out  false  prophet, 
against  Joseph  Smith  and  against  Mr. 
Strang,  though  the  accusers  of  these 
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men  knew  no  more  about  the  differ- 
ence between  the  false  and  the  true 
prophets  of  God  than  a heathen  knows 
of  the  difference  between  real  or 
genuine  articles  of  gold  and  silver  and  , 
the  merely  galvanized  and  spurious. 

1st.  True  prophets  of  God  have , 
never  but  one  story  to  tell  about  their  > 
calling  and  never  have  had  but  one 
doctrine  to  tench  or  preach.  , 

2nd.  Prophets  of  God  invariably  tell ; 
us  that  God  called  them  by  his  own 
voice,  and  so  far  as  we  have  the  ac-  S 
count,  we  are  informed  that  they  were 
all  ordained  under  the  hands  of  angels. 
(Acts7::%;  Gal.  3:19,  Inspired.)  Jesus* 
was  like  unto  Moses,  and  Moses  and  j 
Melchizedec  were  both  like  unto  Jesus,  i 
So  they  were  all  cnJIed  and  ordained 
alike.  Jesus  was  called  of  God  and 
was  anointed  and  ordained  under  his 
Heavenly  Father’s  own  right  hand. 
(Acts  2:32,  33;  Acts  5:31,4:26,27;  Acts 
10:36,27,  42;  Luke  4:16  to  20;  Heb.  1:8,  9.) 
The  examination  of  these  passages  will 
satisfy  any  lover  of  the  truth  that  i 
Jesus  was  called  by  God’s  own  voice, 
and  anointed,  consecrated  and  ordain- 
ed under  the  hand  of  his  Heavenly 
Father. 

The  simple  fact  that  the  ordination  ' 
of  Peter,  James  and  John  made  Joseph  ' 
Smith  a prophet  like  unto  Moses  j 
argues  very  plainly  that  Jesus  anoint-  j 
ed  and  consecrated  these  three  I 
men  in  their  day  to  that  same  priest- ! 
hood,  for  if  he  had  not,  they  could  not  | 
have  conferred  it  upon  Joseph  Smith,  i 
“And  untoj’oj;  three  (Peter,  James! 
and  John)  will  I give  this  power  and  j 
the  keys  of  this  ministry  until  I 
come.”  (Doc.  & Cov.  6:2.)  The  keys  j 
of  what  ministry?  Undoubtedly  the 
keys  of  the  same  ministry  they  confer- 1 
red  upon  Joseph  Smith.  And  these 
keys  cannot  be  conferred  upon  anyone 
without  ordination.  The  ffrst  of  | 
Peter’s  acquaintance  with  Jesus  the  ' 


latter  told  Peter  that  he  “should  be 
called  Cephas,  which  is  by  interpreta- 
tion a seer,  or  a stone.”  This  lan- 
guage is  very  significant.  Jesus  himself 
was  designated  the  chief  corner  stone. 
Joseph  Smith  was  the  Latter  Day  Seer, 
or  stone  of  Israel,  prophesied  of  by  Ja- 
cob to  arise  out  of  the  lineage  of  Joseph 
the  Patriarch.  He  was  also  “the  little 
stone  cut  out  of  the  mountain,”  which 
Daniel  saw.  There  is  also  n precious 
corner  stone  to  arise  in  these  latter 
days  who  is  to  be  a stumbling  block, 
and  a rock  of  offence,  but  whom  God 
will  use  to  destroy  the  refuge  of  lies 
and  false  doctrine,  which  false  leaders 
have  built  up  among  the  Latter  Day 
Saints,  by  which  the  whole  church  has 
well  nigh  been  led  to  destruction. 
(Is.  28:15  to  18.)  “We  do  not  consider 
ourselves  bound  to  receive  any  revela- 
tion from  any  one  man  or  woman  with- 
out their  being  constituted  nnd 

ordnined  to  that  authority,  and  giv- 
en suflBcient  proof  of  it.”  (Joseph 
Smith  in  Times  & Seasons,  vol.  5,  page 
752.)  Was  this  something  new,  intro- 
duced in  these  days,  or  is  it  already  as 
old  as  Adam?  No.  There  is  nothing 
new  about  it;  it  is  very  much  older 
even  than  Adam. 

“All  the  prophets  had  the  Melchize- 
dec priesthood,  and  were  ordained  by 
God  himself”  So  said  Joseph  the 
Seer.  It  is  everywhere  allowed 
throughout  the  Scriptures  that  what 
the  angels  did,  was  done  as  if  “by  God 
himself.”  All  the  prophets  of  God 
were  great  High  priests,  and  so  we 
read  that,  “Every  High  priest  taken 
from  among  men,  is  ordained  for  men 
in  things  pertaining  to  God,”  etc. 
(Heb.  5:1.)  So  I think  it  is  pretty  clear 
that  all  the  prophets  had  but  one  story 
to  tell,  in  regard  to  their  being  called 
by  the  voice  of  God  himself  and  were 
ordained  by  the  angels  of  his  presence. 
God  says  himself  that  this  order  of  the 
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priesthood,  was  the  order  of  the  son  of 
God,  and  that  it  neither  came  by  man 


mother,  and  that  it  was  delivered  unto 
men  by  the  cnllinff  ot  his  ov/n  voice,’' 
and  that  God  swore  unto  Enoch  and 
unto  his  seed  by  nn  oath  by  himself, 
that  everyone  beinjj^  ordained  after 
this  order,  should  have  power  by  faith, 
to  break  mountains,  to  divide  the  seas, 
to  dry  up  waters,  to  turn  them  out  of 
their  course,  to  put  at  defiance  the 
armies  of  nations,  to  divide  the  earth 
and  to  break  every  band,  and  to  stand 
in  the  presence  of  God,  subdue  princi- 
palities and  powers,  etc.,  etc.  So 
stands  out  their  history,  but  this  by 
no  means  is  the  limit  to  their  power, 
for  it  seems  to  have  no  limit  to  it 
where  any  circumstances  make  it 
necessary  to  call  it  into  exercise.  It 
also  heals  the  sick,  raises  the  dead,  re- 
stores sight  to  the  blind,  cleanses  the 
lepers,  and  causes  the  dumb  to  speak, 
and  the  deaf  to  hear,  and  the  cripples 
to  leap,  and  rejoice,  and  praise  God. 

In  doctrine  true  prophets  always 
agree,  for  they  always  teach  the  same 
doctrine,  the  same  law,  command- 
ments, gospel  and  everything  else,  and 
though  their  prophecies  are  not  always 
couched  in  the  same  language,  they  al-  j 
ways  substantially  agree,  and  there  is  j 
no  conflict  between  them.  Hence, 
their  calling,  ordination  and  teaching 
being  always  the  same,  and  without 
variation,  they  are  always  the  same 
faithful  standard,  the  same  unerring 
guide  and  criterion,  by  which  all 
claims  and  pretentions  of  men  are 
weighed,  or  condemned.  If  these  were 
varying,  changeable,  vacillating,  one 
thing  today  and  another  thing  tomor- 
row, no  man  could  prove  anything 
from  them  except  that  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  theology  was  a mere  delusion,  a 
fraud  and  a humbug.  But  being  im- 
movable and  constant,  undeviating 


I and  without  variation,  man  can,  if  he 
will  take  pains  to  inform  himself, 
prove  what  is  just  and  right  before 
God,  and  what  is  condemned  by  him. 
But  take  the  false  prophet  and  false 
leader  on  the  other  hand,  and  you  find 
the  very  opposite  in  all  essential 
points.  1st.  No  two  of  them  agree 
among  themselves,  either  in  the  man- 
ner as  to  how  they  became  prophets; 
by  what  means  they  became  prophets, 
nor  in  the  doctrine  they  teach.  2d. 
They  never  agree  with  the  prophets  of 
! God;  that  is,  they  never  claim  to  be 
called  by  the  voice  of  God,  or  to  be  or- 
dained under  the  hands  of  angels. 
3rd.  They  never  agree  with  the 
prophets  of  God  in  doctrine;  and  now 
for  the  general  test. 

I Brigham  Young  claimed  the  right  to 
succeed  Joseph  Smith  in  virtue  of  his 
being  the  President  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles.  He  was  neither  called  by 
the  voice  of  God,  nor  did  he  claim  any 
angelic  ordination,  neither  did  he 
I teach  the  same  doctrine  taught  by 
Joseph  Smith,  and  other  prophets. 

Sidney  Rigdon  claimed  to  succeed 
Joseph  in  virtue  of  being  one  of  the 
! assistant  presidents  in  the  Presidency 
! of  the  church. 

Young  Joseph  Smith,  son  of  the  seer, 
claimed  to  succeed  his  father,  by 
lineal  right,  as  though  the  prophetic 
office  went  by  lineal  right,  which  it 
does  not,  and  never  did.  (See  Pro. 
Controversy  No.  4,  pages  16  to  20)  and 
was  ordained  by  a set  of  men  entirely 
without  authority. 

Chas.  B.  Thompson,  assumed  to  be 
the  Baneemy  of  the  Doc.  & Covenants, 
without  any  ordination  of  anyone.  J. 

[ C.  Brewster,  even  in  Joseph  the  Seer’s 
j day,  undertook  to  translate  some  of 
the  Lost  Books  of  Esdras,  and  in  vir- 
tue of  this  assumption  claimed  to  be  a 
prophet,  and  had  some  following. 
These  are  some  of  the  false  prophets  and 
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leaders  who  have  arisen  in  the  church, 
or  rather  which  have  come  out  of  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  | 
Saints.  Outside  of  that  church  there 
have  arisen  up  a good  many  from  time 
to  time,  and  so  far  as  their  history  is 
known  the  result  is  the  same. 

John  Alex.  Dowie,  learned  by  some  [ 
means  or  other,  probably  by  the  study  ! 
of  Mormon  books,  that  the  prophet 
Elijah  is  to  be  sent  to  Latter  Day  j 
Israel.  He  thought  a good  deal  over  it  i 
evidently,  and  finally  ussnnied  or ! 

himself  Elijah.  He  made  : 
great  calculations  and  efforts  on  the  I 
strength  of  his  claim,  but  all  collapsed  j 
ignominiously,  when  at  the  very  height 
of  his  fame  and  glory,  as  all  other  men  I 
must  do,  sooner  or  later,  who  make 
such  unfounded,  extravagant  and  false 
claims.  He  never  claimed  a call  by 
the  voice  of  God,  nor  laid  claim  to 
ordination  of  any  kind.  Schweinfurth 
and  Schlatter  had  their  day  some- 
where about  the  time  of  Dowie,  or  a 
short  time  before,  Neither  ever  claim- 
ed an  ordination  of  any  kind.  Jemima 
Wilkinson,  Ann  Lee  and  Joanna 
Southcott  were  all  three  claimants  of 
inspiration,  visions,  etc.,  but  history 
gives  us  no  account  of  their  ever 
claiming  any  ordination  of  any  kind, 
much  less  an  angelic  ordination. 
These  all  very  sincerely,  like  the  man 
that  put  forth  his  band  to  steady  the 
ark,  all  supposed  they  were  doing 
good,  and  went  before  they  were  sent. 
Emanuel  Swedenberg  was  rather  an 
extraordinary  man.  He  had,  he  claim- 
ed, several  remarkable  visions,  and 
undertook  to  give  a new  sense  of  the 
scriptures  and  in  doing  so  has  chang- 
ed and  perverted  them,  more  so  per- 
haps than  any  other  man  that  ever 
lived.  He  never  claimed  angelic  or- 
dination, nor  so  far  as  I know,  any 
other  ordination. 

Among  the  Jews  in  the  last  1800 


years  there  has  arisen  everj^  now  and 
then,  a false  leader,'or  Messiah,  till  the 
number  has  swelled  now  to  some  twen- 
ty-four or  twenty-five.  Disappoint- 
ment has  followed  them  all  and  they 
have  brought  much  suffering  and  often 
great  persecution  to  that  people.  No 
one  of  them,  so  far  as  I have  been  able 
to  learn,  has  ever  claimed  angelic  or- 
dination and  have  perhaps  never 
thought  it  necessary. 

Mahomet  was,  like  many  others,  a 
most  remarkable  man  in  his  day.  It 
is  claimed  for  him  that  he  had  many 
revelations,  but  we  have  no  account  of 
his  ever  claiming  an  angelic  ordina- 
tion. He  taught  many  unsound  things 
and  many  foolish  things;  hence  not 
only  disagreed  with  the  prophets  of 
God,  but  like  all  unauthorized  men, 
was  out  of  harmony  with  them.  Thus 
the  great  and  distinguishing  charac- 
I teristic  of  false  prophets  is,  that  they 
1 not  only  universally  differ  with  the 
! prophets  of  old  in  ail  essential  points, 
I but  disagree  with,  and  pull  apart  from 
one  another;  and  no  two  of  them  are 
I ever  alike  in  doctrine.  In  the  time  of 
' it  I might  have  mentioned  Mrs.  White, 

I the  prophetess  of  the  Adventist  peo- 
I pie,  and  some  of  her  predictions,  one 
of  which  opposed  the  gathering  of  the 
Jews  in  this  generation,  and  she  says 
she  saw  that  many  would  be  deluded 
by  a belief  in  that  gathering.  No  or- 
dination claimed  by  her  of  any  kind. 
Then  there  is  Mrs.  Eddy,  of  Christian 
Science  fame,  who  has  caused  an  im- 
mense amount  of  excitement  on  mental 
healing  by  faith,  and  greatly  perverted 
the  Scriptures;  and  James  K.  Lay, 
who  some  thirty  years  ago  laid  claim 
to  prophetic  inspiration,  whose  history 
is  now  nearly  faded  out.  None  of 
these  ever  claimed  angelic  ordination. 
When  God  calls  a man  and  sets  him 
apart  by  angelic  administration  to  be 
His  prophet,  to  the  people.  He  is 
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bound  to  fulfill  the  words  He  gives  j 
them.  But  where  men  run  before 
they  are  lawfully  called  and  anointed 
and  set  apart  according  to  His  law,  the 
Almighty  is  under  no  obligation  to 
fulfill  their  prophecies,  and  though 
now  and  then,  a prophecy  may  be  ful- 
filled, we  are  assured  that  all  their 
works  will  end  in  delusion  and  disas- 
ter. Let  their  counsels  be  ever  so  well 
observed,  obeyed  or  followed.  God 
says  he  frustrates  the  tokens  of  the 
liars,  and  maReth  diviners  mad  (crazy 
or  insane),turns  wise  men  backward  and 
makes  their  knowledge  foolish.  But 
that  He  confirms  (or  fulfills)  the  word 
of  His  servants,  and  performs  the 
counsels  —of  His  messengers.  (Is. 
14:25,  26.) 

“I  have  not  sent  these  prophets,  yet 
they  ran.”  Who  are  these  prophets?  j 
They  are  a set  of  false  prophets  of  | 
course,  for  if  God  has  not  sent  them,  I 


they  surely  must  be  false.  But  where 
are  they  from,  and  who  are  they? 
They  have  certainly  arisen  in  these 
last  days,  and  they  are  a set  of  men 
whom  God  has  given  counsel  to,  but 
they  did  not  abide  in  that  counsel. 
They  were  counseled  to  go  to  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  first  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  then  to  the  Jews.  Their 
mission  was  wholly  to  the  nations, 
under  the  direction  of  the  chief  shep- 
herd, and  not  to  the  church.  But 
when  the  Chief  Shepherd  was  martyr- 
ed, instead  of  waiting  to  hear  the  voice 
of  the  one  called  by  the  voice  of  God 
and  set  apart  by  the  hands  of  angels 
to  succeed  him,  they  betook  themselves 
to  lead  the  church  themselves,  and 
thus  brought  untold  evils  upon  the 
people,  and  kept  them  to  this  day  in 
ignorance  of  the  true  Shepherd,  and 
j the  word  of  God  given  him  for  them. 

I Truly  and  Sincerely, 

I • Wingfield  Watson. 


